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Description of The Magical Language of Others by E. J. Koh PDF

“The Magical Language of Others: A Memoir” is a powerfully poignant collection of letters that is woven into a beautiful tale of love. This book is written by E. J. Koh. Koh is a great writer and her poems, translations, and stories have appeared in Boston Review, Columbia Review, Southeast Review, World Literature Today, TriQuarterly, Narrative, The Margins, PEN America, and elsewhere. This book is a powerfully poignant collection of letters that is woven into a beautiful tale of love.



Though her mother uses loving language in her letters, EJ Koh remains true to her own voice and shows us her perspective and the painful side of growing up without the everyday support and physical presence of her parents. It will undoubtedly touch common elements in each reader’s experience, while at the same time providing a poignant context of one woman’s (and one family’s) history, experience, love and compassion. It is poetry that helps E. J. Koh to reorient herself.



It is poetry that gives her life direction and meaning. As she said in one of her first poetry classes, she was doing nothing, absolutely nothing, before she started writing and studying poetry. One guesses being in poetry classes and teaching poetry classes may have started giving her a sense of family, too, of being where she belonged. It’s not that she was estranged from her parents and brother at the end of this memoir, however. Not at all. At the end, the family is back together in the United States. Life goes on with spoken words, as with written words, that may or may not be true.
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